The entrapped central venous catheter.
The central venous catheter (CVC) is associated with numerous complications more so during the process of insertion. We report for the first time how an indwelling catheter was entrapped by a replacement catheter on the same side, after being speared by the introducer needle and guidewire. The diagnosis was made when there was difficulty in removing the old catheter. Subsequently, interventional radiology services were used to define the problem and help in removal of the entrapped catheter. The mechanism of entrapment and the actual procedure used for removal of the catheter is described. The dangers of insertion of a CVC on the same side as a pre-existing one are highlighted.